Summary of YE Smith outreach opportunity

Thursday, May 21st, 6 pm

Extension Staff attending: Delphine Sellars-CES Director, Kimberly Ingram-Welcome Baby Parent Educator, Pat Harris-WB Coordinator

Principal, Cassandra Fogg, invited us to share the agenda at their “Jump Start to Kindergarten” event and we had about 25 minutes for our presentation.  We had an opportunity to meet Asha Watkins, Assistant Principal,  Kindergarten teaching staff and their assistants—all were very enthusiastic about parent support.  

Approximately 15 families attended with children who ranged in age from infants through 10 years old. 

Delphine gave a clear summary of the East Durham Children’s Iniative in the context of the Obama administration’s Promise Neighborhoods and Harlem Children’s Zone concept.  Kimberly’s then asked the parents to talk about parenting challenges, current supports and what kind of information they need.   Here are their comments:   

Info on Child Development—dealing with “No!” 
Child Proofing

Homework help for families—making homework fun
Evening Classes with childcare 
Bus tickets to get to classes

Ways to help kids (who act out) with out medication 

Meal planning and nutrition –on a budget

Sibling rivalry and jealousy

First Aid

Help for grandparents raising children

Disagreements and Communication

The children who attended added that they want to have fun, and play housekeeping!
We left a sign up sheet for a “separation anxiety” workshop that Welcome Baby staff would offer before school starts. Asha Watkins invited us to come back for their Kindergarten skill building evenings to present other topics.  

