Minutes
Family Support Subcommittee

East Durham Children’s Zone

May 22, 2009
Chairperson: Bea Laney

Present: Pat Harris-Welcome Baby/CES, Teka Dempson-System of Care, Anastasia Bush-Durham County Library, John Myklebust-DSS, Vivian Eto-Childcare Services Organization, Reggie Hodges, Durham Literacy Center.
On May 5, Bea and Pat attended the Steering Committee meeting. Bea reported that it was well-attended and that other work groups shared our concerns about coordinating more effectively. As a result, the chairs will meet to ensure coordination beginning on Friday, May 29. Another outcome of the meeting was that work groups are asked to bring two goals to the next Steering Committee meeting. As an FYI, Ellen and Minnie got a bit of money for the planning effort and with it they will hire Adele Spitz Roth who has worked with system of care. Also, MDC Inc. has made a loan of a grant writer for 6 months to work with this project.

In thinking about goals Bea identified that the reason the Harlem Children’s Zone did well is because it was a grassroots, community up effort, and we definitely need to be mindful and draw the community into planning. We need to have someone from the community involved in this Family Support Committee.

Everyone reported out on assignments.

	TEKA
	Survey done by Park & Recreation

Teka contacted Kevin and they will be pursuing this. Teka also did some research and found that many of the services involved in the survey are no longer operating.

	PAT 
	Survey done by ED Leadership Council (original documents attached)
Pat reported that a Parks & Recreation survey for the Holton Center about ranked program needs as follows: adolescents/teens, youth 5-12 , older adults and pre-school. The life/social skills wanted (ranked) were cooking, learning a foreign language, game night and books/movies. The top three career skills were career development, tutoring and computer education. The Leadership Council did a GAP survey and ranked the following areas by importance: organized afterschool for youth, reduced gang activity, efforts to engage Latino/Hispanic residents; apprenticeships. 

	Reggie 
	Reggie reported the results of Durham Literacy Center survey echoed these same needs in the English speaking population. A survey of immigrants identified health care education as the biggest need, including immunizations for pre-school children, interpreting test results (e.g., blood pressure.)



	VIVIAN
	Childcare subsidy use and demand in zone (original docs attached)
# families contacting CCSA for referrals & receiving services

· Requests about infant care – 549

· Requests about preschool – 311

· Requests about school-age – 212

Total 697 in zip codes 27701 and 27703

Vivian is still working on getting the number of children receiving subsidy in this geographic region. 

There are 258 children on the waiting list for subsidy in these two zips.



	VIVIAN
	Number of sites in the zone receiving Technical Assistance
Three 4- and 5- star child care centers in this zone are receiving technical assistance from CCSA.



	JOHN
	Work First activity in the zone

John reiterated concerns about coordination since he and another person on the steering committee were duplicating requests to his IT person. Also, he reported that this person will be defining the geographic area more tightly than the two zip codes.

Medicaid recipients (based on income, includes Work First and adults without children)

27701 – 5,231

27703 – 7960

27704 – 7219

These are the number of people who do not have a lot of income.



	
	


Teka reported that she attended the school-age children subcommittee, where she learned that Durham Housing Authority received a grant and is taking over the summer programs from Parks & Recreation. They are also linking with YE Smith afterschool and Salvation Army.

Teka asked about what technical assistance is available for family child care homes. CCSA’s does not make this group a focus for TA programs. The Durham County Library is focusing on early literacy work in 1 and 2 star family child care homes, and when staffing allows, will make this geographic region a priority for the Get Set… Get Ready… Let’s Read! outreach program. 

Reggie identified that Durham Literacy Center attempted a GED program at Antioch Baptist, but found that the gang activity was putting students at risk. There is a need to address gang activity in any family support effort. Bea will see how law enforcement is involved in the Steering Committee. Anastasia noted that Operation Bull’s Eye is in the geographic target area. Pat offered to invite the gang prevention specialist at Cooperative Extension to a future subcommittee meeting.

Bea asked Anastasia to organize the data that has been collected so far and identify the gaps.

Bea summarized that at this early stage in the planning, the two outcomes for planning family support would be (1) to have East Durham families involved in the discussion and planning and (2) to have family support considerations present in all the other goals. 
To facilitate coordination and communication, it would be helpful to have Steering Committee reports and minutes available on the Internet. Anastasia offered to send available links. 

Reggie identified Adelaide Banks, Read and Seed, as someone who should be involved. She is doing literacy work with children in East Durham. Teka identified that Operation Build is addressing gang activity.

Next Meeting: June 26th at 10 a.m. at Cooperative Extension, 721 Foster Street. 
Contact info for members: 
Bea Laney, Durham System of Care

560-2332
beatrice.laney@dpsnc.net
Pat Harris-Welcome Baby/CES

560-7341
paharris@co.durham.nc.us
Teka Dempson-System of Care

698-7874
teka.dempson@dpsnc,net
Karlene Fyffe-Durham County Library
560-0190
Kfyffe@durhamcountync.gov
Anastasia Bush-Durham County Library
560-0190
abush@durhamcountync.gov
John Myklebust-DSS



560-8331
jcmyklebust@durhamcountync.gov
Vivian Eto-Childcare Services Org

403-6950
vivian@childcareservices.org
Reginald Hodges, Durham Literacy Center
489-8383 x22
rhodges@durhamliteracy.org 
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