Minutes
Family Support Subcommittee

East Durham Children’s Zone

April 17, 2009
Present: Bea Laney, Durham System of Care, Pat Harris(recorder)-Welcome Baby/CES, Teka Dempson-System of Care, Karlene Fyffe-Durham County Library, Anastia Bush-Durham County Library, John Myklebust-DSS, Vivian Eto-Childcare Services Organization

Bea introduced the purpose of the group and provided some background about the East Durham Children Zone (EDCZ) project. 
The group agreed on the importance of a common definition for “family support” and brainstormed the following:
· PACT

· Adult learning/literacy

· Partnerships with community, faith-based organizations, professionals

· Peer to Peer

· Programs that strengthen families

· Working in home environments

· Accepting where a person is at

· Culturally aware

· Systemic approach--what impacts families and how to impact those things.

· Provide opportunity for family success

· Support person’s productivity in the community with childcare, food, transportation, health care, etc.

· Skills development-life skills, literacy

· Strengthening families(parents) so they can grow and thrive
Family Support is a broad array of community-based services designed to help strengthen parent-child relationships.   The group then discussed how to best determine the “family support” needs of the community.  These include feedback from the community, utilization of existing community surveys and data and close coordination with the other EDCZ committees.   The following sub-committee members volunteered to collect the specific information: 
	TEKA
	Survey done by Park & Recreation

	PAT 
	Survey done by ED Leadership Council

	VIVIAN
	Childcare subsidy use and demand in zone

	VIVIAN
	Number of sites in the zone receiving Technical Assistance

	JOHN
	Work First activity in the zone


It was agreed that the Family Support subcommittee would need to identify existing resources/partners and coordinate this effort with other EDCZ committees. In addition Pat Harris serves on other EDCZ committees and will link the Family Support work to those discussions.
The group made further observations related to the EDCZ: 
The need to be inclusive of the large Latino population
Concern over literacy and mental health issues

Early Childhood subcommittee is looking at use of the Incredible Years curriculum (evidence based.) 

Need to map family support assets currently operating in the zone. Use the Network of Care web site and look at Family Support category. 

Example: Book mobile at YE Smith Elementary

Bea stated that it was her understanding that the community would need to respond quickly to the Promise Neighborhood’s initiative, the Obama administration’s stimulus grant, to fund 20 demonstrations around the country.  There are no guidelines or deadlines yet.
Next Meeting: May 22nd at 10 am at Cooperative Extension, 721 Foster Street. 

Contact info for members: 

Bea Laney, Durham System of Care

560-2332
beatrice.laney@dpsnc.net
Pat Harris-Welcome Baby/CES

560-7341
paharris@co.durham.nc.us
Teka Dempson-System of Care

698-7874
teka.dempson@dpsnc,net
Karlene Fyffe-Durham County Library
560-0190
Kfyffe@durhamcountync.gov
Anastia Bush-Durham County Library

560-0190
abush@durhamcountync.gov
John Myklebust-DSS



560-8331
jcmyklebust@durhamcountync.gov
Vivian Eto-Childcare Services Org

403-6950
vivian@childcareservices.org
