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New Program Strengthens Du rham’s Future Through Newborn Home Visiting by Community Health Nurses

Durham County, N.C. – As part of its efforts to ensure the future of its children and prosperity of the county, community leaders today kicked off Durham Connects, a new pro p pgram to provide free in-home nurse visits to all parents of newborns in Durham County.  With a thematic “bib-cutting” at Durham County Main Library, the county launched phase I of Durham Connects, which will ultimately utilize 20 specially trained community health nurses to visit the more than 4,000 newborns expected annually in Durham.  The program is a partnership between the Durham County Health Department and the Durham Family Initiative.

     Durham Connects’ nurses will visit newborns and their families when the babies are about one month old to provide a free physical assessment, answer questions, provide professional support, as well as create links to community resources.  The nurses will also offer a free gift bag to all new parents that include diapers, literature and baby supplies.

     “This program is an investment in Durham’s future,” said Jeannine Sato, director of the Office of Community Resources for Durham Connects.   “Child development is a foundation for community and economic development, and capable children become the foundation of a prosperous society. Neuroscientists tell us that positive experiences and relationships in the earliest years—with parents and other caregivers—literally shape the architecture of the maturing brain, establishing a strong foundation for all that comes later.  That’s why this program is so important to Durham.”  

     Durham Connects will be launched in phases beginning this summer and will expand to cover the entire county as the nurses are hired and trained.  By 2010, a nurse will be assigned to each of the 20 geographic areas of Durham. To find out if your neighborhood is in a current coverage area please visit www.durhamconnects.org or contact Durham Connects at (919) 668-3279.

     Other support for Durham Connects includes The Duke Endowment, which provides primary funding; Duke’s Center for Child and Family Policy and The Center for Child and Family Health both which support the Durham Family Initiative; Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina; Durham’s Partnership for Children; Durham System of Care; Carolina Parent magazine; BD Thermometers; The GrandParent Network; First Book; Meade Johnson; Period of Purple Crying; The Playhouse; and Welcome Baby.
     For more information, please visit www.durhamconnects.org or call (919) 668-3279.
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